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UNCLAS. MARCH 4. IN A SPECIAL BULLETION RELEASED YESTERDAY 
EVENING BY THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARIAT AND CARRIED BY 
TODAY'S MORNING PAPERS, THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THE CLOSING OF LA CRONICA, SMALL CIRCULATION (7,000) LEFTIST 
DAILY WHICH HAS LONG SPOKEN OUT AGAINST CERTAIN GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES AND ACTIONS. THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTION IN CLOSING DOWN 
THE PAPER WAS LINKED TO LEGISLATIVE DECREE NO. 209 OF FEBRUARY 
28 WHICH DECLARED A "STATE OF SIEGE" (SUSPENSION OF CIVIL AND 
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES) IN THE WAKE OF POST ELECTION DISTUR- 
BANCES. THE BULLETIN STATED THAT LA CRONICA HAD FAILED TO 
PURSUE "HONEST AND OBIECTIVE REPORTING AND REVERTED TO YELLOW, 
SENSATIONALIST, AND EXAGGERATED COVERAGE OF EVENTS, CONDUCT 
WHICH WAS AGAINST NATIONAL SECURITY AND PUBLIC PEACE." 

THE GOVERNMENT'S BULLETIN EMPHASIZED THE "DESIRE TO THE PRES- 
IDENT OF THE REPUBLIC TO RESPECT FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND TO MAKE 
EVERY EFFORT TO AVOID APPLYING THE RESTRICTIONS PROVIDED FOR 
IN THE "LEGISLATIVE) DECREE." HOWEVER, LA CRONICA "VIOLATED 
PROVISIONS OF THIS DECREE AND DEFIED ESTABLISHED ORDER." 

LA CRONICA'S OWNER-EDITOR, DR. JOSE NAPOLEON GONZALEZ, FOUNDED 
THE PAPER IN 1968 AND OPERATED ON A SHOESTRING UNTIL CIRCULATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 01035 042047Z 

BUILT UP TO INCLUDE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND LABOR. HE CLAIMS 
TO BE THIRD WORLD ORIENTED AND CONCERNED WITH "WORLD ISSUES NOT 
NECESSARILY LINKED TO ANY SINGLE IDEOLOGOY." MANY RECENT 
EDITORIALS HAVE DEALT WITH HUMAN RIGHTS THEMES. 

LA CRONICA’S MONDAY, TUESDAY, AND WEDNESDAY ISSUES PLAED UP 
OPPOSITION COALITION CLAIMS OF ELECTORAL FRAUD AND CLAIMED THAT 
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IT WAS THE ONLY PAPER TO "TELL THE TRUTH CONCERNING THE TRAGIC 
(POST ELECTION) EVENTS." 

COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT'S ABRUPT CLOSING OF LA CRONICA BORDERS 
ON THE MISTERIOUS SINCE THE PAPER'S COVERAGE OF POST ELECTION 
DEVELOPMENTS HAS NOT REPEAT NOT BEEN INFLAMMATORY. GIVEN 
PRESIDENT MOLINA'S CONCERN WITH INTERNATIONAL CRITICISM 
OF HIS REGIME AND HIS PROFESSED DESIRE TO HELP BUILD HIS COUNTRY'S 
IMAGE, IT IS STRANGE THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD CLOSE DOWN A SMALT. 
TIME PAPER WHICH DOES NOT PLAY AN INFLUENTIAL ROLE IN SHAPING 
PUBLIC OPINION AND HAS NOT REALLY OVERSTEPPED THE GUIDE- 
LINES OF DECREE 209. EDITOR-OWNER GONZALEZ VISITED PAO THIS MORN- 
ING TO ASK ASSISTANCE IN VISITING HIS SON AND DAUGHTER IN THE 
U.S. UNTIL "THINGS CALM DOWN." HE BELIEVES THE PAPER WILL 
BE ALLOWED TO RENEW PUBLISHING WHEN STATE OF SIEGE IS LIFTED. 
HOWEVER, HE HAS NOT AS YET RECEIVED AN ASSURANCES FROM OFFICIAL 
SOURCES TO THIS EFFECT. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CENSORSHIP, NEWSPAPERS, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SANSA01035 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770075-0851 

Format: TEL 

From: SAN SALVADOR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770392/aaaadczn.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: fdb4adbd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3205931 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CHANGED> mcm 20041105 

Subject: PRESS RELEASES 

TAGS: SOPN, ES 

To: USIA 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fdb4adbd-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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